
24 Hour  
Inspire 2015 
 

Thursday 16-Friday 17 April, 17.00-17.00 
 

Lecture Theatre 1, Hicks Building,  
University of Sheffield, Hounsfield Road, Sheffield S3 7RH 
 

24 hours of lectures on life, the universe and 

everything, in celebration of Dr Tim Richardson (1964-

2013) and Dr Victoria Henshaw (1971-2014) 

 

 
 

 
Tickets on the door:  
Minimum donation £2 per lecture or £7 for the full programme. 
Refreshments on sale throughout the event. 
 

 

www.inspirationforlife.co.uk   @inspirationfor2   #24HrInspire 



 THURSDAY 16 APRIL 2015 
 Welcome Catherine Annabel, Chair of Inspiration for Life 

17:00 Victoria Henshaw - a 
tribute 
 
Professor John Flint

 

John pays tribute to the life and work of Dr Victoria Henshaw, a pioneer 
of urban sensory research and design and a colleague at the University 
of Sheffield. Victoria passed away in 2014 and John reflects on her 
many achievements as an academic and practitioner. He describes 
Victoria’s dedication to engaging the public in debates about ensuring 
high quality urban places, and her achievement of international 
recognition in her field for her ground-breaking work, including on 
smells in the city. 
 
Professor John Flint is Head of the Department of Town & Regional 
Planning and editor of the Housing Studies journal. He was a colleague 
of Victoria Henshaw. 

 Introduced by Professor Marie Kinsey, Joint Head of the Department of 
Journalism: 

17:30 Throwing spanners at 
nanobots 
 
Dr Nate Adams 

 

Nanobots work furiously and specifically to produce the products 
required for a cell to respire, respond and reproduce. Using his 
research, Nate dissects the roles of nanobots, and using exciting 
demonstrations (involving fire and explosives!), brings photosynthesis, 
chemistry and spectroscopy to life on a big scale. Understanding how 
nanobots work helps us build a picture of how the entire cellular factory 
system functions. We can use this knowledge to help research in 
medicine, food security and bioengineering. 
 
Dr Nate Adams is a research scientist at the University of Sheffield. He 
loves a bit of science, and has a thing for setting things on fire (safely!). 
This has meant the BBC, RSC, BSA and others have recruited him to do 
many a silly thing in the name of science, both on screen and live. 

18:00 Music for wellbeing: 
possibilities and 
promise 

 
Dr Victoria Williamson

 
 
 

Wellbeing is a state that we all possess, defined by our senses of 
comfort, achievement, health and happiness. Every one of us faces 
challenges to our wellbeing state, some everyday (bad sleep, work 
stress, learning a new skill) and some extraordinary (physical or mental 
illness). Many of us intuitively use music to boost wellbeing. The first 
question is - why does music help? The follow-on question is - can we 
optimise these effects? Victoria introduces the mechanisms behind 
music's impacts on wellbeing, giving examples of what is possible when 
music is employed in an informed way. In particular, she ends with a 
new study of live music interventions in dementia care homes. 
 
Dr Victoria Williamson is the Vice Chancellor's Fellow in the Department 
of Music, and author of You Are the Music (Icon Books). To date she has 
published 20 peer-reviewed research papers, 3 e-books, numerous 
public facing articles and has given over 50 presentations to worldwide 
universities, festivals, public groups, radio programmes and schools. In 
May 2015 she will launch her own research unit at the University of 
Sheffield dedicated to studying ‘Music and Wellbeing’. 



18:30 Global population 
growth - the good 
news and the bad 
news 
 
Professor Paul White 

 
 

There is a view in some quarters that global population growth is still 
spiralling out of control. In reality birth rates today are such as to 
provoke population declines in most countries around the world. We 
can now see an end to global population increase - but the date when 
that will happen is still some decades away, and there will be billions 
more on our planet by then. 
 
Professor Paul White is the Deputy Vice-Chancellor of the University. He 
is a human geographer, and his research and teaching concentrate on 
population geography, social geography, and the geography of 
European cities. Paul has served as Secretary and Chair of the 
Population Geography Research Group of the Royal Geographical 
Society and as a member of the RGS/QAA benchmarking group for 
geography in higher education. His talk today is an edited version of a 
lecture he provides every year for senior civil servants and strategists 
from around the world attending the Royal College of Defence Studies. 
Paul has just been appointed Deputy Lieutenant for South Yorkshire. 
 
 

 Introduced by Dr Andrew West, Director of Student Services: 

19:00 Ecology of sound: the 
sonic order of urban 
space 
 
Professor Rowland Atkinson 

 
 

Sound is often ignored as a key element of our experience of city life. 
Yet the power of music, sound and noise to denote and demarcate 
space is very clear when we begin to think about this aspect of the 
sensory environment of cities. Rowland discusses the idea of a sonic 
ecology, the relative order of urban soundscapes, drawing on the 
experiences of sufferers of tinnitus. The idea of a sonic ecology is used 
as a way of examining the distribution of sound and to weigh the 
broader social impact of the qualities of particular cities and spaces. 
This ambient soundscape of the street is made up of a shifting aural 
terrain, a resonant metropolitan fabric, which may exclude or subtly 
guide us in our experience of the city, thus highlighting an invisible yet 
highly affecting aspect of city life. 
 
Professor Rowland Atkinson is Research Chair in Inclusive Societies in 
the Department of Town & Regional Planning. His work focuses on 
social inclusion, urban life, crime and segregation with a particular focus 
on reworking questions of disadvantage to include upper-income 
groups in the search for the roots of social problems. His early research 
focused on the measurement of area effects upon poor residents living 
in poor and more mixed urban neighbourhoods. He then worked in the 
UK and Australia on research on gated communities, gentrification, the 
role of public housing and social mix policies. His current research 
includes a large grant from the ESRC to examine the nature of 
neighbourhood life in the wealthiest areas of London. He occasionally 
blogs at: https://autotomically.wordpress.com/.  

https://autotomically.wordpress.com/


19:30 Loitering with intent: 
psychogeography the 
Mancunian way 
 
Morag Rose 

 
 
 

Walking can be more than pedestrian.  Artists, writers, activists and 
academics all use experimental walking methods such as “the 3erive” to 
explore how we think and feel about space. Morag shares field notes 
from expeditions in Manchester with the LRM (Loiterers Resistance 
Movement) who say “Our city is wonderful and made for more than 
shopping. We want to reclaim it for play and revolutionary fun”. Come 
and hear stories about lost rivers, cake maps, canal monsters and more. 
You will also learn a few psychogeographic tricks which could help you 
see the streets where you live in a new way. 
 
Morag Rose is a first year PhD student in the Department of Town & 
Regional Planning. Her work focuses on feminist psychogeographies 
and she is a founder member of the LRM and Sheffield 
Psychogeography Action. She has contributed to a number of 
exhibitions and curated bespoke tours for a wide range of audiences. 
Morag previously worked in community development.  

20:00 Legal aid – what legal 
aid? 

 
Professor Claire McGourlay 

 

Legal aid and Access to Justice are in crisis. Many people are no longer 
able to pursue or protect their legal rights because they cannot afford 
to pay a lawyer to represent them. Many firms of solicitors have gone 
out of business as a result of cuts to their fees. Even barristers are 
leaving the profession they worked so hard to join because they see no 
future in the work they have been doing. This is serious. How did this all 
happen? 

 
Professor Claire McGourlay joined the School of Law in 2002 after 
completing her PhD at Sheffield. She was the first person in the Faculty 
of Social Sciences to be promoted to Professor of Student Education in 
2013. She helps run the School of Law widening participation and is also 
the senior admissions tutor. She manages the student-led Miscarriages 
of Justice Review Centre and co-manages the FreeLaw Legal Clinic. In 
September 2014 Claire became Faculty Director of Teaching 
Enhancement.  
 

20:30 Post-traumatic 
landscapes 
 
Dr Amanda Crawley Jackson 

 
 

What happens to landscapes when they are visited by trauma? How are 
landscapes reorganised in the wake of trauma, such as natural 
disasters, murder or genocide. What is a ‘post-traumatic landscape’? 
Amanda explores how artists in particular have engaged with these 
questions, as they work for example in post-conflict and post-disaster 
contexts. Referring to works by artists including Hrair Sarkissian, 
Mathieu Pernot, Emma Bolland and Bruno Boudjelal, Amanda considers 
how artists deal with visible and ‘invisible’ trauma in the landscape, as 
well as the processes of scarring and recovery. 
 
Dr Amanda Crawley Jackson is Senior Lecturer in French Studies and 
director of the Furnace Park project. Working in the field of 
Francophone urban cultural studies, she is particularly interested in 
how artists from France and North Africa approach the built 
environment, offering different perspectives on the ways in which we 
inhabit, practise and represent our cities. 



 Introduced by Professor Gill Valentine, Pro Vice Chancellor, Faculty of Social 
Sciences: 

21:00 Anatomy of the ATLAS 
particle detector 
 
Professor Davide Costanzo 

 
 

The human eye cannot see elementary particles. To observe their 
existence we have to rely on detectors that translate the interaction of 
particles with ordinary matter into information that our brains can 
process. As detectors get more and more complex, we rely even more 
on electronics and computing processing for the study of particle 
physics. Davide describes how the largest detector ever built, the ATLAS 
detector, works and how the data collected by ATLAS is used to push 
the frontier of knowledge of modern particle physics. 
 
Davide Costanzo is Professor of Experimental Particle Physics in the 
Department of Physics & Astronomy, working on the ATLAS and 
SuperLHC projects at CERN. 
 

21:30 Machiavellian sounds: 
how to rule a 
Renaissance state with 
music 
 
Dr Tim Shephard 

 
 
 

In his famous treatise on the prince, Machiavelli described the 
unscrupulous realpolitik through which Renaissance rulers sought to 
secure their regimes. Among other strategies, he advised would-be 
despots to craft their public image with care, presenting themselves to 
their subjects as the very embodiment of princely virtue. Tim uncovers 
the roles played by music in princely PR in Machiavelli's Italy, from the 
public piety of the court chapel to the private civility of the prince's 
study, showing how music helped Renaissance rulers to ensure the 
security and stability of their regimes. 
 
Dr Tim Shephard is a Lecturer in Musicology. His research investigates 
the music and visual art of Renaissance Italy, and has appeared in 
numerous academic journals as well as in his book Echoing Helicon: 
Music, Art and Identity in the Este Studioli (Oxford University Press, 
2014). Tim is currently leading a three-year research project funded by 
the Leverhulme Trust entitled 'Music in the Art of Renaissance Italy, 
1420-1540'. 

22:00 The insider's guide to 
Wolf Hall  
 
Dr Catherine Fletcher 

 
 

A look at the interplay between historical fact and fiction in Hilary 
Mantel's novels and the recent TV series. Why are we so fascinated by 
the Tudors? What are the challenges of putting this history on screen? 
How do we fill in the gaps in the historical record? Catherine, who is an 
expert in early modern history and an adviser to the TV version of Wolf 
Hall discusses the issues. 
 
Dr Catherine Fletcher is Lecturer in Public History. After graduating in 
Politics and Communication Studies she worked for the BBC’s Political 
Unit as a researcher and producer. She took up her current post at 
Sheffield in 2012. Her first book, Our Man in Rome: Henry VIII and 
Italian Ambassador, recounted the diplomatic shenanigans behind 
Henry VIII's 'divorce' from Catherine of Aragon. It was described by the 
Sunday Times as a ‘glittering debut’. She’s currently writing about 
Alessandro de’ Medici, duke of Florence in the 1530s, rumoured to be 
the illegitimate son of an African slave.  
 
 



 Introduced by Dr Aneurin Kennerley, Department of Psychology: 

22:30 Neutrino hunters: 
catching the 
impossible 

 
Professor Lee Thompson

 

Neutrinos are one of the fundamental building blocks of the Universe 
and yet leave almost no trace wherever they go. Billions of them pass 
through our bodies every second. From enormous tanks of water under 
Japanese mountains to huge arrays of detectors in the ice at the South 
Pole, this non-mathematical lecture (with lots of pictures and photos) 
summarises some of the unusual methods devised by particle physicists 
to capture, record and understand the most enigmatic of nature’s 
elementary particles. 
 
Lee Thompson is a Professor of Particle Physics and spends much of his 
research time in high energy facilities across the world in pursuit of the 
neutrino. He is a member of large international collaborations of 
physicists who run experiments in Japan and the USA to create, detect 
and study neutrinos. Lee was a colleague and close friend of Tim 
Richardson. 

23:00 Ad-lib physics: five key 
concepts from five 
different boxes 
 
Dr Matt Mears 

 
 

Confessing to being a physicist is often met with variants of the phrase 
“Oh that’s difficult!” (assuming they haven’t already run away). Matt 
takes up the challenge by explaining five key concepts in physics using a 
variety of props and pictures held within five different boxes. But to 
spice things up a little the audience will democratically choose which 
box will be used for each concept during the talk. And for added 
comical value the contents of the boxes will be chosen by PhySoc, our 
resident student society. This can only end well! 
 
Dr Matt Mears joined the Department of Physics & Astronomy as an 
undergraduate in 2002 followed by a PhD with Professor Mark 
Geoghegan in 2006. After this he took the obvious decision to try to link 
physics with fertility, working as an EPSRC Doctoral Prize Research 
Fellow with Professor Allan Pacey. In 2012 he became a teaching fellow 
and a permanent member of staff in 2014. Matt likes to keep busy as 
chair of the LGBT staff network, is a keen baker and carpenter (not at 
the same time), obsessed with tea and tries to be a pole dancer. 

23:30 Coding - an easy 
example regarding 
ISBN (International 
Standard Book 
Numbers) 
 
Sarah Browne 

 

Coding is an important part of life and a common topic of debate. Sarah 
talks about one way in which we use codes. Every book has a 10 digit 
number associated with it, but what happens if you can't read one of 
the 10 digits - is it possible to say what number is missing? In fact, it is, 
and she'll show you how. If time allows, she'll also demonstrate how to 
code letters into other letters or into numbers in order to write secret 
messages. 
 
Sarah Browne is a second year PhD student in the School of 
Mathematics & Statistics. Her PhD brings together two areas of pure 
mathematics, functional analysis and topology. The functional 
analysis part includes the objects she works with, which are equipped 
with some notion of distance, and the topology part includes the study 
of spaces that can represent these objects. Alongside maths, she also 
dances salsa and other Latin dances, as well as running 10Ks and half 
marathons.  



 FRIDAY 17 APRIL 2015 

 Introduced by Dr Chris Sexton, Director of Corporate Information and 
Communication Services: 

0:00 Illuminating the 
natural world: 
structural colour and 
the physics behind it 
 
Dr Andrew Parnell 

 

Examples of structural colour can be seen every day simply by 
observing birds, butterflies and insects. Andrew shows some striking 
examples of structural colour that can be found in nature as well as 
some less vivid examples, all are fascinating. He demonstrates the 
different ways in which nature has evolved to control light.  
 
Dr Andrew Parnell obtained his PhD on the study of responsive 
nanosystems from the University of Sheffield, under the supervision of 
Professor Richard Jones FRS. His postdoctoral research career began 
under Professor Patrick Fairclough before his return to Richard Jones’ 
group, in both positions studying block copolymer self-assembly. 
Andrew is now a Research Fellow in the Department of Physics & 
Astronomy with research interests that include advanced neutron and 
x-ray scattering techniques for the study of soft matter and relating 
structure and function to device performance in polymer solar cells. 
Most recently his work has involved a targeted study of structural 
colour from the natural world, looking at birds, butterflies and beetles. 
 
 

0:30 #periodpositive – Is 
menstruation the last 
taboo? 
 
Chella Quint 

 

 

Join Chella Quint’s #periodpositive project to talk more openly and 
honestly about periods – What are other names for periods? What are 
menstrual cups? Why do pads have wings? Are all cycles exactly 28 days 
long … and how can you tell? Chella uses humour and history to let 
menstruators and non-menstruators of all ages and genders explore 
myths, facts, marketing messages and reusable menstrual products in 
this interactive and popular performance lecture.   
 
Chella Quint started #PeriodPositive to share her research and to 
campaign for better menstruation education both in and out of school. 
She is a science communicator, education consultant, comedian and 
artist whose work was recently exhibited at Science Gallery 
Dublin.  Now a teacher researcher with the Gender Respect project for 
DECSY, she was the Specialist Factual Presenter Pitch winner at 
Sheffield Docfest 2013, for which she made a short film, Lifting the Lid, 
about the history of menstrual product advertising, for the Open 
University. Her TEDx Talk, Adventures in Menstruating: Don’t Use 
Shame To Sell, has had over 11,000 views and she was recently 
interviewed for a segment on Woman’s Hour. Chella moonlights as an 
amateur astronomer and has a deep love of physics. She hosted a 
comedy show live from CERN last year, and comperes Comedy in Space: 
a touring show featuring funny physics-loving women. Find her online 
at www.chellaquint.com or Tweet her at @chellaquint. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.chellaquint.com/


1:00 The ins and outs of 
sperm donation 
 
Professor Allan Pacey 

 
 

Sperm donation was used for the first time in 1884 in the USA. Since 
then, it has become widely used in many countries around the world as 
a solution for male fertility or to help single women or same sex couples 
start a family. Allan gives a historical overview of how sperm donation 
has been practiced over the past 100 years with examples of some of 
the ethical and moral conundrums it raises. 

 
Allan Pacey is Professor of Andrology at the School of Medicine & 
Biomedical Science, Department of Human Metabolism and Head of 
Andrology for Sheffield Teaching Hospitals. His research interests 
include aspects of male infertility, from laboratory projects 
investigating the basic biology of human sperm to large 
epidemiological studies. He is chair of the Steering Group for the UK 
National External QA Scheme for Andrology and Editor in Chief of 
Human Fertility. Allan is an accomplished broadcaster and regularly 
appears on the Today programme and Woman’s Hour. Recent 
television programmes include Britain’s Secret Code Breaker (2011), 
Donor Unknown (2011), and The Great Sperm Race (2009). You can 
follow his general musings about science, sperm, male fertility and 
the life of an academic at http://www.twitter.com/allanpacey. 
 
 

1:30 3000 years of 
condoms – a material 
history 
 
Professor Tony Ryan 

 

 

The use of prophylactics can be traced back to 1000 BC in ancient Egypt 
and from that time the condom has protected from disease and 
infection as well as pregnancy. The earliest evidence of condom use in 
Europe is found in scenes from cave paintings at Combarelles in 
France. In the late 1800s the rubber 7ulcanization process made it 
possible to mass produce reliable products including condoms. In the 
1930s liquid latex manufacturing took over from dipping in rubber 
solutions. There were numerous developments, including “pre-
vulcanised latex”, which is still the basis for manufacture today. 
Advances in polymer materials and technology have enabled the 
production of far more sophisticated devices than our ancestors were 
used to. The latest developments are hypo-allergenic polyurethane 
condoms, which are twice as strong as latex, but at the same time 
thinner and more sensitive.  Tony discusses his research on this subject 
with the Durex company. 
 
Professor Tony Ryan is Pro Vice Chancellor for the Faculty of Science.  
His research covers the synthesis, structure, processing and properties 
of polymers and he was in at the beginning of polymer nanotechnology. 
He has co-authored more than 200 papers and 8 patents and written a 
book on polymer processing or how things are made from plastic.  Tony 
is a regular contributor to TV, radio and newspapers. He was born in 
Leeds and got his three degrees from UMIST. Married with two 
daughters, Tony is a creative cook, a keen cyclist and an occasional 
mountaineer with a weakness for gadgets.  He was made an OBE in 
2006 for ‘Services to Science’. 
 
 

 

http://www.twitter.com/allanpacey


 Introduced by Professor Tony Ryan, Pro Vice Chancellor, Faculty of Science: 

2:00 The blues of Physics 
 
Dr Ed Daw 

 
 

Physics is the kind of subject for which, however much you love it, you 
need an antidote. Ed’s antidote has always been music. He won’t 
pretend that there will be much physics in this talk, or even much 
talking, but he might briefly explain how a Hammond organ works. 
Mostly it’s just a chance for you to see a different side of your intrepid 
relativity lecturer, and what he gets up to when he rides off on his bike 
at the end of the day. 
 
Dr Ed Daw is a Reader in Physics whose hobby is music. He has played in 
numerous bands, mostly on the piano. 

2:30 Needle Free injection 
devices – Star Trek 
science in the NHS 
today 
 
Dr Drew Tarmey 

 

Drew takes a look at how expectations of the technologies involved in 
the diagnosis and treatment of disease have changed and how they 
have been influenced by the media, in particular by the technologies of 
science fiction. We’ll see how feasible those technologies are and will 
explore the development of medical technology including some of 
Drew’s research on needle-free injection devices in the context of the 
modern NHS. He will be injecting himself with saline using different 
machines so the squeamish may want to avert their eyes! 
 
Dr Drew Tarmey is a medical educator and Sheffield alumnus whose 
fascination with undergraduate education began during his 
postgraduate studies, with a job as a part-time tutor in the Institute for 
Lifelong Learning. He later worked at the University in several roles 
before taking up a lectureship at the University of Nottingham where 
he led assessment for the Graduate Entry Medical programme, helped 
to establish new undergraduate degrees in the Medical Sciences and 
developed an interest in undergraduate admissions. Drew recently 
moved to the University of Manchester and became a Senior Fellow of 
the Higher Education Academy. Outside work he enjoys eating too 
much, running and light aviation. 
 
 

3:00 Mexican scientific 
 
Dr Ana Morales Garcia 

 

An account of how the Mexican pyramids got us closer to the stars (and 
other Mexican contributions to the current scientific knowledge). 
 
Dr Ana Lorena Morales García was born in Pachuca, Hidalgo, a mining 
town in Mexico, which was greatly influenced by Cornish immigrants. 
After studying Chemistry in Pachuca, Ana came to the UK in 2008 to 
study Nanoscale Science and Technology at the Universities of Leeds 
and Sheffield. She did her PhD in Biophysics under the supervision of 
Professor Mark Geoghegan, investigating how bacteria adhere to 
surfaces. As a post-doctoral researcher in the Department of Physics & 
Astronomy she currently focuses on molecular diffusion of biologically 
relevant molecules inside polymer brushes. 
 
 
 



 Introduced by Professor Jamie Hobbs, Department of Physics & Astronomy 

3:30 A universal future 
 
Dr James Mullaney 

 

 

Predicting the future has been a powerful human desire since pre-
history. Ironically, while short term predictions remain clouded with 
uncertainty, we can predict geological and astronomical events millions, 
even billions of years in advance. James explores some of the current 
theories for what will happen to the Earth, Sun, Milky Way and, 
ultimately, the Universe over the next googol years (and beyond!). 
 
Dr James Mullaney is an Astronomy Research Fellow in the Physics & 
Astronomy Department. His research uses data collected by some of 
the most advanced telescopes in the world (and in space) to reveal the 
hidden details of black hole growth and how it connects to galaxy 
formation. 

4:00 How to become a 
successful leader at 
work  
 
Dr Anna Topakas 

 

Followers make leaders. To be a leader one must have a follower. To be 
a successful leader one must know their followers. Anna focuses on 
building an understanding of the role of followers in the leadership 
process and of the importance of good quality leader-follower 
relationships for leadership success. The talk will equip you with the 
basic knowledge and skill needed to understand the characteristics of 
the people you aim to influence and to build transformational 
relationships with them that will lead to the accomplishment of shared 
goals and objectives. 
 
Dr Anna Topakas is a Lecturer in Work Psychology and an expert in 
leader and leadership development, specialising in the formation and 
maintenance of high quality relationships between leaders and 
followers in organisational settings. She has worked with various large 
organisations (e.g. NHS, South Yorkshire Police) in supporting them to 
evaluate and strengthen the link between HR practices and 
performance.  
 

4:30 What is life? 
 
Dr Rhoda Hawkins 

 
 

In 1944 the theoretical physicist Erwin Schrödinger published a book 
called What is life?.  Rhoda shares some of her own thoughts on this 
question from the perspective of a modern-day theoretical biological 
physicist. With what we know now, are we any closer to understanding 
what is life? Is the iPod shuffle claim that “life is random” correct? She 
discusses the importance of randomness, order and disorder in life and 
explains what is meant by life being active or out of equilibrium and 
consider the different types of energy involved in maintaining life. In 
addition, she touches on some more philosophical ideas on the 
question of “what is life”? 
 
Dr Rhoda Hawkins is a Lecturer in the Department of Physics & 
Astronomy. She did her first degree at Oxford, and her PhD at Leeds, 
and undertook postdoctoral research in Amsterdam, Paris and 
Bristol.  She has been a visiting lecturer at the African Institute for 
Mathematical Sciences in South Africa and Senegal. Her research field is 
theoretical biological physics and she is especially interested in how 
biological cells move and change shape. 



5:00 India’s city visions: 
building a dynamic 
and inclusive urban 
future? 
 
Dr Glyn Williams 

 
 

The predicted scale of urban growth in India is truly staggering. With 
the country’s urban population set to double to almost 900 million by 
mid-century (UN-Habitat, 2014), over the next few decades India will 
have to provide housing and services for new urban dwellers who will 
outnumber the entire current population of the USA. Glyn examines the 
pressures that this growth is causing, and the contrasting visions of 
what sort of urban future India should pursue. Looking at recent 
changes in national urban policy, he asks whether it is possible for India 
to balance its wish to build ‘World Class’ cities with cities that also meet 
the needs of poorer and marginalised urban dwellers. The tensions over 
visions of India’s future cities indicate the global scale of urban 
development challenges, and the importance of planning in delivering 
cities that are safe and secure for all.  
 
Dr Glyn Williams joined the University of Sheffield in 2006, after having 
been a Lecturer in Geography at Keele and Kings College London. His 
research interests are in international development, specifically in the 
interaction between development programmes, governance practices, 
and citizenship in the Global South. He has conducted research in India 
since his PhD (Cambridge, 1996), working in West Bengal, Bihar and 
Kerala. He is co-author/co-editor of South Asia in a Globalising World 
(Prentice Hall, 2002) Seeing the State: Governance and Governmentality 
in Rural India (Cambridge University Press, 2005) and Geographies of 
Developing Areas (Routledge, 2014). He is currently part of an 
international team looking at the role of women in local governance in 
Kerala and South Africa, and is an active member of Sheffield Institute 
for International Development.  
 
 

 Introduced by Greg Oldfield, Head of Public Engagement: 

5:30 Whips and lashes – 
just a pain in the 
neck? 
 
Professor Alistair Warren 

 
 

Whiplash is a common consequence of car crashes and is of increasing 
incidence. It can have financial implications for both the individual and 
insurance companies and its impact can continue for many years. 
Alistair describes the anatomy of the head and neck relevant to 
whiplash injury and considers its long-term effects including time off 
work and recovery periods. 
 
Alistair Warren is Professor in Biomedical Science and Director of 
Learning and Teaching in the Faculty of Science. He has been a member 
of the Council of the Anatomical Society of Great Britain and Ireland, 
Associate Editor of the Journal of Anatomy and a Home Office Licensed 
Teacher of Anatomy for many years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6:00 Clash of the optics 
 
Dr Ashley Cadby and  
Dr Katherine Inskip 

 

 
 
 

Modern day astronomy and microscopy both produce awe-inspiring 
images - whether they are capturing the formation of a galaxy or the 
creation of life. Does watching galaxy production over cell mitosis 
produce prettier or more insightful images? Ashley and Katherine 
combine astronomy and microscopy and let the audience decide which 
field of science produces the better images. The two battling scientists 
will present their favourite images and explain the science behind 
them. 
 
Dr Ashley Cadby is Lecturer in Soft Matter Physics in the Department of 
Physics & Astronomy. He is interested in high-resolution imaging and 
nanoscience and is a member of the IoP Nanoscience group as well as 
the PARC consortium.  
 
Dr Katherine Inskip studied at Leicester and Cambridge and carried out 
postdoctoral research on active galaxies at Cambridge, Sheffield, as well 
as the Max Planck Institute for Astronomy in Heidelberg, before coming 
back to Sheffield as a University Teacher in astrophysics. Katherine has 
two kids, writes fiction/poetry and narrates for audio fiction podcasts in 
her spare time. 
 

6:30 A problem shared...? 
Online sharing among 
people with a life-
threatening illness 
 
Professor Peter Bath 

 
 

Peter describes research being undertaken in Sheffield as part of the 
'Space for Sharing' project, which was funded by the cross-Council 
EMoTICON programme. He discusses some initial thoughts from the 
early stages of the project on the information and experiences that 
people with a life-threatening illness share in online discussion forums. 
Peter also considers how this work is being carried out, what he and his 
co-workers are trying to find out and the ethical considerations on this 
type of research.  
 
Peter Bath is Professor of Health Informatics in the Information School. 
He came to Sheffield in 1990 to study for an MSc in Information 
Studies, before studying for a PhD in Chemoinformatics. In 1994, he 
was appointed Research Fellow, then Lecturer in Information Science in 
the Sheffield Institute for Studies on Ageing (SISA). Peter rejoined the 
then Department of Information Studies in 2000 to set up the new MSc 
in Health Informatics programme and became Head of the Health 
Informatics Research Group. He is Director of Research in what is now 
the Information School and in February 2015 he was appointed Chair of 
the University Research Ethics Committee (UREC). In 2014, Peter was 
awarded an ESRC grant for the 'Space for Sharing' project, which is 
examining how people share information online when they are in 
extreme circumstances. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://parc.wustl.edu/


 Introduced by Professor Vanessa Toulmin, Director of the National Fairground 
Archive and Head of Cultural Engagement: 

7:00 What bad novels can 
tell us about dialect 
 
Dr Jane Hodson 

 
 

Scholars studying representations of dialect in literature have hitherto 
demonstrated an understandable preference for ‘good’ novels, 
understanding ‘good’ both in terms of their established literary merits, 
and in terms of the accuracy of their dialect representation. Jane 
quotes from a number of truly terrible novels (including Says She to Her 
Neighbour, What? (1812), Husband Hunters!!! A Novel 
(1816) and Young John Bull; or, Born Abroad and Bred at Home (1828)) 
in order to argue that, despite the fact that they may have little 
obvious literary merit, they nevertheless provide valuable insights into 
popular ideas about dialect.  

 
Dr Jane Hodson is Senior Lecturer in the School of English. She has 
published widely on both the language of literature in the Romantic 
period and representations of dialect in literature. Her most recent 
book is Dialect in Film and Literature (Palgrave, 2014) and her most 
recent project is an analytical database of novels that represent non-
standard English, ‘Dialect in British Fiction 1800-1836’, which can be 
found at www.dialectfiction.org. She recently contributed a chapter to 
the forthcoming Oxford Handbook of Romantic Literature on ‘Literary 
Uses of Dialect’. 

7:30 Einstein and the 
photon 
 
Dr Susan Cartwright 

 

2015 is the International Year of Light, so it is an appropriate time to 
remember that Einstein got his Nobel Prize, not for relativity or E = mc2, 
but for introducing the idea that light can be seen as a particle, which 
he called a “light quantum” and we now call a photon.  Susan describes 
the revolution in our understanding of light that took place in the early 
20th century. 
 
Dr Susan Cartwright is a particle physicist who arrived in Sheffield in 
1989, after time spent in DESY, Hamburg and SLAC, California. Her 
current interest is neutrino physics, specifically the T2K (Tokai to 
Kamioka) neutrino oscillation experiment in Japan, which aims to 
improve our understanding of neutrinos – a topic which may eventually 
help us to understand where the antimatter went. 

8:00 The Golden Ratio 

 
Dr Paul Mitchener 

 
 

One half plus half the square root of five does not seem at first glance 
to be a very exciting number. But it is! In this talk Paul explains how it 
arises in design, aesthetics, the Fibonacci numbers, and in nature. 
 
Dr Paul Mitchener has been a Lecturer in Mathematics at the University 
of Sheffield since 2007.  Previously, he worked at the universities of 
Gottingen, Paris VII, and Southern Denmark.  He is a pure 
mathematician, and is passionate about seeing connections between 
different parts of mathematics, and with different areas of science. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dialectfiction.org/


8:30 Urban design 
adventures in 
Istanbul: reflections 
from a student field 
class 

 
Dr Thomas Goodfellow and  
Bobby Nisha 

  

 

Tom and Bobby share some stories from their student field trip to 
Istanbul in March 2015.   Tom undertook this trip with Victoria 
Henshaw last year. This year, Tom and Bobby have taken 30 MA 
students, who were tasked with redesigning and re-imagining some of 
the city’s urban spaces, including a large waterfront area. As part of the 
activity they hope to undertake a short ‘smellwalk’ and aim to share 
images, videos (and who knows, maybe even some aromas…) during 
their presentation.  
 
Dr Tom Goodfellow is Lecturer in the Department of Town & Regional 
Planning. Prior to joining the University in 2013, he completed his PhD 
in International Development at the LSE, where he also worked as a 
Teaching Fellow. His research is concerned with the politics of 
informality, planning, urban conflict and development in sub-Saharan 
Africa, especially Uganda, Rwanda and Ethiopia. His work has been 
published in a range of journals including Urban Studies, Geoforum, 
Development and Change, and Comparative Politics. He is also co-
author of the forthcoming book Cities and Development (Routledge, 
2015).  
 
Bobby Nisha is a Teaching Associate in the Department of Town & 
Regional Planning. She is an architect and urban designer who worked 
in Dubai and the UK prior to pursuing her PhD in design decision-
making at the University of Bolton. Her research inquiry domains 
include urban design process, process management, design thinking, 
design research and psychology of design. She has published in key 
urban design journals and international conferences. 
 

 Introduced by Professor Jackie Labbe,  Pro Vice Chancellor, Faculty of Arts & 
Humanities: 

9:00 What should we do 
about nuclear waste? 
 
Dr Susan Molyneux-Hodgson 

 
 

European Directives require that EU states should move towards the 
deep geological disposal of civil nuclear wastes. The speed at which 
different nations are managing this varies hugely. In Finland, permission 
to build a deep repository has already been granted whereas most 
other states, including the UK, have yet to identify a site to begin even 
early investigations of the suitability for hosting this kind of waste. 
Meanwhile, pressing questions about the social aspects of nuclear 
waste disposal remain unanswered. How should societies decide how 
to manage and dispose of the nuclear waste legacy? What is the 
current process for choosing a disposal site in the UK? Should geological 
considerations override community willingness in making a decision? 
 
Dr Susan Molyneux-Hodgson is a Senior Lecturer in Sociology and works 
in the field of science and technology studies (STS). She has conducted 
research on the rise of synthetic biology; environment and society 
relations, and has begun a new cross-cultural programme of work on 
‘nuclear societies’. She continues to spend more time inside science 
laboratories than she really should. 
 
 
 



9:30 If you have ever kept 
an owl as a pet …”: 
reading the Ladybird 
Nature books fifty 
years on 
 
Dr Richard Steadman-Jones 

 
 

For many years, the publishing company, Ladybird, produced a wide 
range of reading material for children including a series on natural 
history which featured titles such as British Wild Animals, Pond Life, The 
Weather and Your Body. The texts imply a certain kind of reader – a 
child, of course, but one endowed with a highly developed sense of 
curiosity and wonder. In fact, the books sometimes seem to make 
assumptions about their young readership which in retrospect can 
seem more than a little surprising – their sense of the world, the nature 
of their experience, and the kinds of thoughts taking place in their 
heads.  Richard looks closely at the language used in a number of the 
Ladybird Nature Books, all originally published in the late 50s and early 
60s, and discusses the ways in which the books seem to position their 
child reader. He also talks about his own experiences of reading 
Ladybird Books both in his childhood in the 1970s and as part of a more 
recent research project. 
 
Dr Richard Steadman-Jones is a Senior Lecturer in the School of English. 
He is interested in both language and literature, often working on 
topics where the two areas meet. Recently he has been doing a lot of 
collaborative work, particularly with Professor Kate Pahl in the 
Department of Education, on reading and writing in everyday life. In 
this context he has photographed graffiti in Rotherham, written about 
the words that people have tattooed on their bodies, explored readers’ 
desire for ‘authenticity’ in war stories, and examined the ways in which 
the Ladybird Books of the 1950s and 1960s introduced children to 
knowledge and to the world. 
 
 
 

10:00 The joy of positive 
learning 
 
Professor Rod Nicolson 

 
 

There are many forms of learning, from the natural play of the child to 
the frenzied late-night swotting of the ill-prepared student! In this talk 
Rod presents some of the key ideas about how learning can go very 
wrong indeed, causing what he calls a ‘mental abscess’, and how it can 
go so well that we learn without noticing. Positive Learning is an 
attempt to utilise the principles of positive psychology and of cognitive 
neuroscience to learning, so as make learning fun again. 
 
Professor Rod Nicolson studied mathematics at Cambridge, and then 
took an MSc in Experimental Psychology at the University of Sussex. 
Following his PhD he was offered a lectureship at the University of 
Sheffield, where he has stayed ever since. Rod’s lifelong interest is in 
learning, and a focus of his research is in dyslexia and developmental 
learning disabilities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



10:30 God, what a brat! 
Hollywood Biblical 
epics and the 
character of God 
 
Dr Katie Edwards 

 
 

Last year saw the resurgence of biblical film epics on the big screen. 
Both of the big budget Hollywood retellings of well-known biblical 
stories, Noah and Exodus: Gods and Kings, depict an angry, vengeful, 
sometimes spiteful and narcissistic god, who inflicts appalling human 
suffering to correct its/his own mistakes or to promote its/his own 
name.  In Noah this god is ‘The Creator’, an omnipotent but silent 
presence, who wipes out the human race with a devastating flood, 
leaving a flawed (anti)hero to re-establish humanity. In Exodus, god is a 
petulant pre-teen boy with a penchant for chaos and human suffering, 
who thinks nothing of murdering hundreds of children to further his 
own cause. Katie looks at the representation of god as brat in the 2014 
biblical epics to suggest that far from being a recent development, the 
roots of the portrayal of are already present in the biblical text.  
 
Dr Katie Edwards is Director of the Sheffield Institute for 
Interdisciplinary Biblical Studies (SIIBS) and a Lecturer in the School of 
English. Katie is also Co-director of the Hidden Perspectives Project 
(hiddenperspectives.org). Her research focuses on the intersections of 
social identities (gender, sexuality, class, race and disability) in visual 
popular culture. 
 

 Introduced by Emeritus Professor Gillian Gehring, Department of Physics & 
Astronomy: 

11:00 The Fantastic World of 
Light 
 
Professor David Mowbray and  
Dr Marieke Navin 

  
 

 

Find out how light is made and what we use it for. Discover how optical 
fibres are used to send messages over very long distances and to look 
inside our bodies. Experiment with colours and show how science can 
make writing disappear. Discover how we can split up white light into 
the colours of the rainbow and also mix these colours to get white light. 
Finally investigate forms of light that are invisible to our eyes but have 
many uses; ultra violet and infrared light.  
 
This is a highly interactive presentation with many opportunities for 
children to help with experiments. It is most suitable for children in 
years 5 and 6 but year 3 and 4 children will also find it of interest.  
 
David Mowbray is Professor of Solid State Physics. His hobbies include 
walking, bird watching, photography and reading. He has been actively 
involved in outreach for many years with particular emphasis in 
working with primary schools. 
 
After completing a PhD in particle physics from the University of 
Sheffield, Dr Marieke Navin headed to the Museum of Science and 
Industry in Manchester as a science communicator and now works as 
the Director of the Manchester Science Festival. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://hiddenperspectives.org/


 Introduced by Professor Angela Wright, School of English: 

12:00 Joker – and his escape 
from Auschwitz 
 
Dr Marek Szablewski 

 
 

The true tale of a Polish political prisoner and Resistance fighter and his 
successful escape from the Auschwitz concentration camp. 
 
Dr Marek Szablewski, a Durham University physics lecturer researching 
in materials physics, born and brought up in Sheffield, was awarded a 
Winston Churchill Travelling Fellowship in 2010-11. The aim of his 
Fellowship was to research his hidden Polish family history and the 
journey that brought his parents to Yorkshire after World War Two. 
Marek travelled to Warsaw to work on this project, digging up 
information from archives and museums, talking to relatives and 
visiting sites of special interest in order to fill in the gaps in his late 
father’s stories and documents. After the war his father ended up in 
Britain, married and joined the toolmakers W. Tyzack, Sons & Turner 
where he rose to become technical director. He died in 2008. Amongst 
his father’s papers, an audiotape was found, which contained the story 
of 'Joker', one of his friends, and his escape from the Auschwitz 
concentration camp - a remarkable tale which Marek researched 
further. 
 
 

12:30 Live longer, healthier 
and happier: The 
impact of cancer 
research 
 
Dr Penelope Ottewell 

 
 

Research into the causes and development of cancer has been going on 
for over a centenary. Consistent progress in this field has led to cancer 
survival rates doubling over the last 40 years and now over 450 people 
survive cancer every day. An aging population, environmental 
pollutants and genetic predisposition are all risk factors for developing 
cancer. Penny discusses how these risk factors impact upon the types of 
research scientists undertake, how cancer screening and treatments 
have progressed over the years, as well as new advances towards 
personalised cancer treatments that aim to help patients live longer, 
happier and healthier lives. 
 
Dr Penelope Ottewell is a recently appointed lecturer in the Academic 
Unit of Clinical Oncology. She was awarded a PhD from the Department 
of Gastroenterology at the University of Liverpool in 2005. She first 
came to Sheffield in 2005 when she took up a position as a post-
doctoral scientist working on breast cancer. During her time here, 
Penny has carried out international collaborative work at INSERM 
(University of Lyon), France, and at TUFTS University in Boston, USA. 
Her multi-award winning research focuses on advanced breast cancer 
with particular emphasis on looking at how and why breast cancer cells 
spread from the primary site to the skeleton. She has been awarded a 
total of 9 prizes for her research including the prestigious Breast Cancer 
Campaign Research Team of the year award in 2008 and the 
International Bone and Mineral Society Gregory Mundy Research 
Fellowship in 2011.  
 
 
 
 
 



 Introduced by Professor David Mowbray, Department of Physics & Astronomy: 

13:00 Deciphering the 
geographical origin of 
a complex language 
using Geographical 
Population Structure 
(GPS) 
 
Dr Eran Elhaik 

 
 

Yiddish is a language of over one thousand years of age which 
incorporates a Slavic grammar, phonology and largely covert Slavic 
lexicon, with considerable Iranian, Hebrew, and Hebroid components; 
the German and Germanoid elements are found primarily in the 
lexicon. The popular view claims a German origin for Yiddish, whereas 
the opposing view posits a mixed Slavo-Iranian-Turko origin followed by 
a relexification to a minority of German and Hebrew and a majority of 
newly coined Germanoid and Hebroid elements. To reconcile these 
hypotheses, Eran and his colleagues adopted a genetic admixture-based 
approach that identified the geographical origins of Yiddish speaking 
Ashkenazic Jews. 
 
Dr Eran Elhaik completed his PhD in Molecular Evolution at the 
University of Houston and held two postdoctorate and research 
associate positions at Johns Hopkins working on population genetics 
and mental disorders. He moved to Sheffield over a year ago to take 
part in the new Bioinformatics Hub. He recently developed the GPS tool 
that uses genetic data to trace individuals to their geographic origin 
with an accuracy of home village. Eran’s lab focuses on applying 
knowledge about population genetics to promote the field of 
personalised medicine and the environmental causes for autism. 
 
 
 

13:30 Planning… to change 
the world for the 
better. 
 
Professor Heather Campbell 

 
 

Planning… to change the world for the better. Can that really be so? 
Certainly planning has at times been associated with the worst forms of 
authoritarianism and mindless bureaucratic procedure. However, the 
nature of the places and communities where we live, work and play 
matter. Examples will be used to explore the dark and lighter sides of 
planning, but with the purpose of demonstrating that planning is key to 
creativity and change. Hence, if we aspire to create a world better than 
the one with which we are currently presented then a capacity to plan 
effectively is essential.  
 
Heather Campbell is Professor of Town and Regional Planning and is 
currently seconded to the Office of the Vice Chancellor at the University 
of Sheffield. She is a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences and 
Senior Editor of Planning Theory and Practice. She currently leads the 
N8/ESRC Research Programme – Making Knowledge that Matters: 
Realising the Potential of Co-production. Her research interests focus 
on the theory and practice of planning, including issues of ethics, social 
justice and the public good, and the relationship between knowledge 
and action, more especially how social science research can more 
effectively support transformative social change. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



14:00 Molecular 
metamaterials: using 
polymer conformation 
to define photonic 
nanostructures 
 
Professor Donal Bradley 

 

 

For a great many years mankind has been creating optical elements to 
control the propagation of light. Traditional approaches include shaping 
a transparent material to form a fibre or waveguide in which light is 
trapped and travels within a confined mode. These approaches can be 
adjusted to allow construction of other diffractive (grating) or refractive 
(prism, lens) optical elements such as input- and output-couplers, 
multiplexers and de-multiplexers and also active elements such as 
amplifiers and switches. Alternative, more recent approaches include 
physical structuring of, typically, metal films on a length scale that is 
short compared to the wavelength of interest - forming so-called 
metamaterials that possess optical properties that are uncharacteristic 
of a uniform film of the same material. Donal explores the 
opportunities to implement a metamaterial-based approach to 
fabricating photonic nanostructures using molecular, specifically 
polymer (plastic), materials. In particular, he presents results for 
poly(9,9-dioctylfluorene) (a widely-studied polymer semiconductor) in 
which he and colleagues have locally structured the beta-phase 
conformation using a novel dip-pen nanolithography method. 
 
 
Professor Donal Bradley first met Tim Richardson in Sheffield in 1993 
when he moved (with his wife Bev and baby daughter Amelia) from 
Cambridge as a Reader in Physics and established the new Molecular 
Electronic Materials and Devices group. Promotion to Professor 
followed in 1995 and the group grew steadily, attracting among others 
David Lidzey, (now Professor and Head of the Group), current Sheffield 
lecturers Drs Martin Grell and Alastair Buckley as postdocs and Ashley 
Cadby as a PhD student. The family also grew with Donal and Bev’s son 
Conor and second daughter Eliza both Sheffield-born. Tim was a close 
colleague and friend for seven years during which time he and Donal 
discussed much (LB films, sport and plenty else besides), drank some 
and laughed a lot. In 2000 Donal was coaxed back to his alma mater 
Imperial College to launch a new programme that evolved over the 
following decade to become the Centre for Plastic Electronics. Donal is 
now Centre Director, Lee-Lucas Professor of Experimental Physics and 
Vice-Provost (Research) at Imperial. He is also a proud alumnus of the 
University of Sheffield, having received an honorary DSc in summer 
2014. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Introduced by Rosie Valerio, former Director of Human Resources: 

14:30 Disappearing up your 
own singularity: 
observations on our 
future life 
with AI and robotic 
technologies 
 
Professor Tony Prescott 

 
 

The technological singularity is the idea that, in the next few decades, 
we will invent a general artificial intelligence that surpasses our own 
and then rapidly improves itself to become super-intelligent. Leading 
minds, including Professor Stephen Hawking, have suggested that by 
further developing AI, we could inadvertently bring about the end of 
our own species.  Tony compares human and artificial intelligence, gives 
a critical view of current progress in robotics and AI, and asks whether 
it’s time to get worried. 
 
Tony Prescott is Professor of Cognitive Neuroscience and Director of 
the Sheffield Robotics, a cross-institutional robotics facility with over 
100 active researchers. His research focuses on the development of 
biomimetic robots that include control systems modelled on the 
mammalian brain. On-going projects include an attempt to create a 
robot with a human-like sense of self, the use of social psychology to 
understand human-robot interaction, and a cultural, ethical and 
psychological investigation into the experience of immersive virtual 
reality and telepresence. He is also involved in two commercial projects 
to build an animal-like companion robot and an assistive robotic table. 
His life goal is to better understand himself through the intertwined 
strands of psychology, robotics, music and hedonism. 
 
 

15:00 Holding our politicians 
to account: key 
questions to ask when 
presented with data 
 
Dr Jenny Freeman 

 
 

The ability to understand data and evidence is becoming increasingly 
important in today’s data-driven world, particularly in a general election 
year, when more than ever, facts and figures will be bandied about by 
all political parties keen to get their point across. Jenny discusses the 
importance of statistical literacy, providing a brief overview of why we 
all start to think more statistically, illustrated by some recent, and not 
so recent examples. By the end you will be just a little clearer on the 
key questions that you should ask when presented with statistics, and 
should be more confident and less bamboozled than when we started. 
 
Dr Jenny Freeman is Associate Professor of Medical Statistics at the 
University of Leeds. Before this she worked at Sheffield for nearly 20 
years and prior to that, at the London School of Hygiene. She has been 
an academic statistician for almost all of her career, with the exception 
of time out to study for a degree in Embroidery. She has received 
several awards for her teaching, including two Senate Awards from 
Sheffield and the Keith Boddy Prize from the Institute of Physics & 
Engineering in Medicine for the best educational article in their journal, 
SCOPE. Jenny has been involved with the Royal Statistical Society for 
many years and is currently vice president for external affairs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



15:30 ‘Some thrill of pity’: 
editing other people’s 
lives 
 
Dr Amber Regis 

 

This talk offers a personal reflection on the role of the literary editor as 
they shape and publish other people’s life-writing. Taking her work on 
John Addington Symonds as a case study, Amber considers the practical 
and ethical challenges of editing lives. And she asks: does every editor 
fall in love with their subject? 
 
Dr Amber Regis is a Lecturer in Nineteenth-Century Literature in the 
School of English. She has particular research interests in life-writing 
and textual scholarship, and she is currently at work on the first 
complete edition of the Memoirs of John Addington Symonds. 
 

 Introduced by Professor Richard Jones, Pro Vice Chancellor Research & Innovation: 

16:00 What lies beneath? 
The role of utopianism 
in science fiction and 
urban planning 
 
Dr Paul Graham Raven 

 

A tour through the utopian tradition in science fiction, literature and 
urbanism that, along the way, makes the case for utopian spaces as the 
"laboratory" of planning. 
 
Dr Paul Graham Raven is a postgraduate researcher in infrastructure 
futures and theory at the University of Sheffield, as well as a futurist, 
writer, literary critic and occasional journalist; his work has appeared in 
such venues as MIT Technology Review, Wired UK, ARC Magazine, The 
Los Angeles Review of Books and The Guardian. He lives a stone's throw 
from the site of the Battle of Orgreave in the company of a duplicitous 
cat, three guitars he can hardly play, and sufficient books to constitute 
an insurance-invalidating fire hazard. 
 
(picture: credit to Vivi Trujillo / Corporacion Fractal) 

 Introduced by Catherine Annabel, Chair of Inspiration for Life 

16:30 Making life 
 
Professor Richard Jones 

 

The ambition to create a fully artificial life form is a very old one. 
Richard traces the history of the idea from the alchemists to the 
modern field of synthetic biology, before speculating on what he thinks 
we would have to do before we could truly say we had made a fully 
synthetic organism. 
 
Professor Richard Jones is an experimental soft matter physicist. His 
book Soft Machines: Nanotechnology and Life explains what 
nanotechnologists need to learn from nature, and argues that 
nanotechnology should be more like biology than engineering. He is the 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Research and Innovation at the University of 
Sheffield, a Council Member of the Engineering and Physical Sciences 
Research Council, and a Fellow of the Royal Society. 
 

17.00 Closing words and thanks Catherine Annabel, Chair of Inspiration for Life 

 



Dr Tim Richardson 
Dr Tim Richardson, who died of cancer aged 48 in 2013, was 
an inspirational teacher, an outstanding scientist and a man 
of great warmth, humour and generosity, who taught for 
over 20 years in the Department of Physics & Astronomy at 
the University of Sheffield. He established Inspiration for Life 
to promote lifelong learning and public understanding of 
science, to support students, and to raise funds for local 
cancer charities. This is the third 24 Hour Inspire in his 
memory.  

 
 
Dr Victoria Henshaw 
The 2015 24 Hour Inspire is dedicated to Dr Victoria Henshaw, Lecturer in 

Urban Design & Planning in the Department of Town & Regional Planning 

at the University of Sheffield, who died of cancer aged 43 in 2014. Victoria 

made a major impact with her research and contributions to knowledge, 

policy and practice, locally, nationally and internationally. Head of 

Department Professor John Flint said: “Victoria had an infectious 

enthusiasm for her subject. She worked tirelessly to bring diverse groups 

together in their understanding and appreciation of the importance of 

sensory perceptions and high quality urban design for the achievement of 

more liveable and inclusive cities: a goal she believed in passionately and 

one that she effectively promoted in cities throughout the world. She 

achieved a great deal in her short time in the Department and there is no 

doubt that she would have gone to achieve so much more. The field has 

lost an important pioneer able to innovatively communicate ideas and 

knowledge well beyond academia and our Department has lost a 

respected and popular colleague and friend.” 

 

The 24 Hour Inspire 2015 is raising funds for Rotherham Hospice  

and Impact Young Heroes. 

 

Inspiration for Life would like to thank the following for their sponsorship and support:  

UoS Corporate Information & Communication Services ; UoS Public Engagement & Impact Team, 

Research & Innovation Services; UoS Accommodation & Commercial Services;  UoS Campus Services; 

UoS Development and Alumni Relations Office; Routledge (Taylor & Francis Group); Yellow Bus 

Events  

For more information about the event and Inspiration for Life, see: 

www.inspirationforlife.co.uk   http://inspirationforlifeblog.wordpress.com  

Email: cath@inspirationforlife.co.uk       @inspirationfor2  #24HrInspire  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Inspiration-for-Life/ 
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